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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

oviEy PUNITIVE ACTIONS AGATNST GERMAD FRISONERS OF WAR

group: @allry ty +he were fao! of w
wave zentenced 1C vears of frrced TanoT without trial and with-

N

report & sevies
in

en'i:

prmative regulations af-
Sovtet Urio These regulations es-
e mxlitary wolhs frequently making each
¢:hip. Az a copnsequence,

out having heen irformed of their crime.

LER

gre

Sone /E:nuCommunlﬁt7 pRWIPAD

i* of miner .rimes {such 27 the thet+ of = few shickens), but such re-
interpretation of tpe entire problem. The vast
aft war -onvicted in the SSR are gilven sentences of
aror and refoim <21

qye apr to Tesult in m
~rity of "he prisoners
cp to 2% year® 1
Sf of the trimival code
of Sovie* Repurlice ¢

: mave sought to explain ~heze sentences on ;

Th centences are based on Para-
of +he ISR, snd, ik the case of sentences en-

realm of the RSFSR, on & decree

of the Su = Soviet of the USSE d= 1 April 1943, in conjunction with Para-
graph 17 of the criminal cede of the KT P

mitz =
son has neithex caused,

Pzragraphs
rrimes and are applice
Y4 and 11 of Pavagraph
Section & 1eads:
ticnal;tou:geoisie W
tem, which 1f replac
the (Communist system,
the influence of ¢aid bourgeo
GSSR ...
ganizati
mentioned hereunder
~ion of such crimes,
and penal camps) &#

58 and 59 of the KEFEP :riminal code cover counterrevolutionary
ble chiefly to porent:al enemies of +the peoplé. Sections
58 are of sperial '
"Every kind cf suppory ient ic those elements of the interne-
ho fail to recoguize the full equality or the Communist sys-
ing the capitalist system, snd who aim a8l the overthrow of

or to those social groups and organizations which are under
icie or are engaged in activitiez inimical to the

i{ficarce for priszoners of war.

shall constitute countervevelutionary ~rimes." Section 11 reads: "Or-

onal activity in connection with preparations for or commission of crimes
, or participation in sn organizavion formed for the commis-
will be punished by the measures for social protection (1abor
set forth in this paragraph.”

Thus, according o paragraph 58, every person Lelonging to & wnit which com-
srime can be sentenced for the mere fact of membership, even if such per-
committed, nor been awire of the crime charged ageinst

the ovganization. It is irrelevant vhether or- not the individual wes & member of
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“vs urot at the time the arime was committed, or %as un furiough, or rad already
Leen separatgd from the organization. Formal membership is tantamount to col-
laporation or guilt. Without regard to international military law, Soviet coun-
~{1s have declared entire Wehrmacht units tc be criminal crganizations. The rea-
son For which a unit 1s deemed to be criminal in character is determined by the
politizal authorities prior to the proceedings. For example, & S-minute trial
suffized tc establish that the Brandenburg Division was an espionage and sabotage
crganizaticn, and to sentence every member of it to 25 yesars in labor and reform
camps .

Sentences are moct frequently vassd on the decree of 19 April 1943 of the
Suprems Sovist ¢f the USSR, which includes & summary 1ist of punishable acts such
as maltreatment and killing of priscners of war and of civilians, crimes which
ry the dsath penalty. In practice, corporal punishment is commuted to 25
g wment, in labor apd reform camps. The dszcrze is gensrally applied
1r compuneticn withk Parapraph 17 <f the ¢riminal code of thz RSFSR.

Ac.ori:ng o Parsagraph 17, correctiva measures for sozial protection (1abor
ewd rTeicrm tamps) are applicable to the instigator, the perpetrator, and the ac-
oriss {nstigators are those whe have influenced the perpetrators to commit
essories are persons implicated in crimes by the fact of their hav-

Tne orimes, 2O

ing wade availaple ways and means, by having removed obetacles, or by having con-
saled peryetrators or ciues. The mere fact of former membership in a military

1 assigned civilians to remcve mines makes individuals lisble to punish-

. 1+ -an harély be determined what prompted the USSR authorities in their
' selesticn of the praisoners of var whom they relegated to penal camps. Some were
sentenzed for participation in guerrilla warfare, others for membership in the
c1vilian 38 from 1934 - 1935, still others because they had belonged to home ~
guard units assigned te prisoner -of -war patrol.

Prevaty was common to all trials, whish frequently lasted only a few min--

& was based, in most cases, on the confessions of the accused.

a always abidsd by the rules of international warfare and who, there-
haa 8 ~lsar conscience felt fres %0 relate their entire military career to
ctzrrogating officer, espenially since they were threatenad with 2 years in
apd reform camps for givipg falss testimony. The evidence revealed in
seon Yeayings later became the basis for convizticm.
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